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principles

–

what is nowadays referred to as the “national 
interest,” a conglomerate of collective vol

values

religion 
to justify the use of force and a polity’s –
ruler’s –

doctrine of democracy
human rights

citizen. The doctrine of “humanitarian inte
vention” – or “Responsibility to Protect” 

–

Régimes have been “changed” 

                                                           
For details see the author’s analysis, The Con-
cept of Humanitarian Intervention in the Con-
text of Modern Power Politics: Is the Revival 
of the Doctrine of "Just War" Compatible with 

–
perpetual conflict (instead of “Perpetual 
Peace” as envisaged by Immanuel Kant in his 
outline of a “republican” world o

systems of which the “Islamic State” is the 

The notion of democracy 
What is referred to as “democracy” in 

notion of . It is a commonly held 

                                                                                          
the International Rule of Law?
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Enlightenment era, the  

“democracy” is essentially defined as parlia-
mentary rule

the . 
–

–

leading. The distinction between “direct” and 
“indirect” democracy creates the 

–
–

was compatible with action by proxy. “Rule” 

Critique of Practical Reason
1, § 8; Foundations of the Metaphysics of 
Morals and, What Is Enlightenment?, 

lly, in Rousseau’s doctrine 
of democracy: “La volonté ne se représente 

elle est la même, ou elle est autre; il n'y 
”

participatory direct
pleonasm

                                                           
Du Contrat Social ou principes du droit poli-
tique 
Oeuvres choisies

This “democratic prejudice,” which has 

–

democratic ideal

– a form of “Ideologiekritik” that keeps 

–
– to “speak truth to po

er.”
What is commonly referred to as “d

ocracy” is, in most cases, a system of repre-
sentation

 (oligarchy) –

The notion of representation

representation

“democracy” – –

(citizens), not the people’s power to decide. In 

                                                           
For details see also Hans Köchler, “Demokra

– –
losophische Überlegungen zum 'demokratis

,”
 Uni 2000. Zukunftsperspektiven uni-

versitärer Forschung und Lehre am Beispiel 
der Universität Innsbruck
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erally: “make again present”) the totality

by way of a “free” mandate, i.e. not bound by 

–
common good

– –
However, “democracy by representation” 

fictitious premises

totality
ideal

like an “ethereal being,” without 

individual

something like a “collective will” as an 

                                                           
Verfas-

sungslehre

popular sovereignty –

–

Republic’s first constitution after World War 

–

deconstruction –
–

Ideologiekritik

–

cold war’s bipolar balance of power –
                                                           

author’s analysis, “Demokratietheo

politischer Wirklichkeit,“ in: A. Pelinka and 
Interdisziplinäre Demo-

kratieforschung

Braumüller, 1998, pp. 117

reignty and democracy see the author’s lecture, 
“

,”

inter alia, Hans Köchler, De-
mocracy and the New World Order
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or any polity that aspires to be “dem
cratic”:

– – avoid confusion

act ra-
tionally à vis their “representatives” 

immunize
–

to instrumentalize “democracy” to justify 

élite 
rule

de-legitimizing ef-
fect –

democratization of 

society and state –

in the sense of not equating “representation” 
with “democracy” –

–

realpolitik equality
states (“sovereign equality” as enshrined in 

 

directly
equal level

– –

delegate

–
–

abdication 

                                                           

Zur Soziologie des Parteiwesens in der 
modernen Demokratie: Untersuchungen über 
die oligarchischen Tendenzen des Gruppen-
lebens
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idealist
realist

disillusionment. “ ” –

–

“democratic” only those practices (i.e. forms 

overcoming of “ ” –

–
setting one’s “ ” at 

                                                           
See e.g. Carlo Mongardini, “Crisis and Tran

ern Europe,” in: Hans Köchler (ed.), The Crisis 
of Representative Democracy

– –

Critique of Practical Reason

Zum ewigen Frieden
Höffe, Ed).

Vom Wesen und Wert der 
Demokratie

Direct Democratic Choice: 
The Swiss Experience
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