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tly: ‘In Him was life, and the 

life was the light of men.’, John 1:4. Throug

– eudaimonia 
makar

  

                                                           
Most importantly: ‘… the glorious liberty of 
the children of God.’, Rom 8:21.
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ness of the ‘beatific vision’. In modern the

in the ‘flow’; it has nothing to do either with 
eudaimonia or a ‘beatific vision’ of the prev

châyâh zoé 
psuché

 
châyâh through the latter’s meaning of quic
ening, movement, ‘life’ as is suggested by Ex 

bios 
châyâh;

lating ‘days’, (yowm, 
man life’s duration. Châyâh 

                                                           
Strong’s numbers in brackets to the 

Here the answer to Moses’ question to the 
– ‘What is your name? what shall I say 

unto them?’ – is notoriously ‘ehyeh asher 
ehyeh’, hayah 

to be expressed by the use of the verb ‘being’ 
–

–
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zoé, 
psuche, bios. zoé bi-
os BiF; psuche 

zoé

‘everlasting’ life of the universe (Plato, Ti-
maeus bios 

‘lives’ –

Laws

–
–

 Phaedo

Politics

– –

Nicomachian ethics

bios
(bi-

os) (zoé) 
Nicomachian ethics

tle’s thought. The Greek eudaimonia
ly translated as ‘happiness’ and Aris

 ‘the activity of God, 

must be most of the nature of happiness’
Nicomachian ethics

the theoretical or contemplative life and ‘men 
become gods by excess of virtue’ (Aristotle, 
Nicomachian ethics
                                                           

Aristotle in 23 
Volumes, Vol. 19
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(eleutheria, 

is that ‘a man should live as he likes.’ (Arist
Politics

of reaching ‘eternal life’ (zoé aionios)

zoé
zoé

psuché bios Psuché
bios

bios
fers to ‘the pride of life’ (1 John 2:16), ‘life in 

ld’ (1 John 3:17) or even ‘the riches 
and pleasures of this life’ that choke the seed 

bios

(zoé). 
bios

psuché: ‘For whosoever 
(psuche) 

(psuche) 
sake shall find it’ (Mark 8:35).

(eleutheria )

eleutheria, 

Luther’s work on The Freedom of a Christian

and moral theories, Kant’s notion of human 
persons’ coming of age, and also the i

–

drich Nietzsche’s notion of the will to power.

dom to one another (cf. O’Con
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n Friedrich Schiller’s classical poem The Song 
of the Bell. Nietzsche’s notion of freedom as 

Faith and Reason: 
 
‘I cannot but encourage

their philosophizing’
(John Paul II, Pope, 2001, § 56).

                                                           

‘BENEF’CENT is the might of flame,
When o’er it man doth watch, doth tame,

For this the heav’nly powers he thanks;
fright’ning Heaven’s pow’r will be,

Nature’s daughter, free alack.’

not speak of ‘eternal life’ properly speaking. 
‘Eternal life’ was seen by the Hellenistic a

perennial co-temporal

bios, 
for the expression ‘contemplative life’ rather 
disapprovingly as ‘the pride of life’. Instead 

bios, zoé

–
–

natural life. The ‘earthy man’ is opposed to 
the ‘heavenly man’ (expressions by St. Paul

                                                           
‘The first man is of the 
cond man is the Lord from heaven’, 1Cor 
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e theories, such as ‘intell
gent design’ which –

–

–
–

                                                           

Ex machina

Lanza’s biocentrism may be mentioned here
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makarioi 

zoé, 

Greek philosophy becomes now central: ‘Then 

you free’ (John 8:32). Augustine, early nat

ed, in Nietzsche’s understanding of freedom 
Zarathustra: ‘

                                                           

should be the search for the ‘vision of beauty 
itself’. Cf. Plato, Symposium

canst, for thou willest!’ (
Martin Heidegger’s formula – ‘The essence of 
truth is freedom’ – is a corollary to Nietzsche’s 

‘Post modernity’ is a general term which 

– –
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only as an alternative to ‘eudemonic’ ethics, 

zoé, zoé
–

–

French philosopher’s emphasis on the notion 

se. Henry’s notion of life seems to be i

ry’s writings (

–
–

holos 
pan, 

.

Hegel’s Spirit, the O
Event –

Emmanuel Lévinas, Michel Henry, Jean

WISDOM 1(8), 2017 56

B a l á z s  M .  M E Z E I 



 

57 

–

–
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be identical, because a ‘radical surpassing’ by 

reality
way ‘catholic’ because of it overall, overarc

– revelation.
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