
 

65 

Georgia APOSTOLOPOULOU 

THE INITIAL ANTHROPOLOGY IN ARISTOTLE’S NICOMACHEAN ETHICS 

In the ‘Foreword’, I address some aspects of Academician Georg Brutian’s philosophy. The I

Nicomachean Ethics

common elements to plants as well as to ‘other animals’. The conclusion is that the human 
animal is the only living being that is endowed with reason and carries out ‘practical life’. We may 
call this difference ‘the anthropological difference’. In his ethical theory, Aristotle points to the li

plain the ‘practical life’ as well as the ‘human Good’. On the other hand, he high
man is higher than the ‘other animals’, since the human is endowed with the divine element of inte
lect; nevertheless, there are beings that are ‘more divine’ than the human. Thus Aristotle corrob

In this aspect, the alleged anthropocentrism of Aristotle’s ethics is to be reconsidered.

Keywords: Nicomachean Ethics, Ethics, Anthropology, ‘other animals’, anthropolo

‘Life and Philosophy’ and it expresses in an 

tian’s commitment to the work of philosophy, 
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its periodical ‘News and Views’ to widen the 

cian George Brutian’s philosophy. (Brutian, 

ophy, especially in Aristotle’s philosophy and 

gumentation has its distant origins in Socrates’ 
meaning of terms, in Plato’s di

logues, as well as in Aristotle’s dialectics as a 

tle set out his dialectics in his works ‘Topics’ 
and ‘Sophistical Refutations’ 

Athens. While Plato’s dialectics claims met
physical truth, Aristotle’s dialectics enquires 

Plato’s Academy (Ryle, 1968), and he pr

lis, ), and his philosophy manifests his 

e stresses that Aristotle’s account 

Organon 
 Rhetoric.

an interpretation of Aristotle’s dialectics. I
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his theory of argumentation Aristotle’s co

rg Brutian’s th

academician Georg Brutian’s philosophy goes 

cian Georg Brutian’s philosophy, it is a good 

tle’s birth. Consequently, the theme of my 
paper on ‘The Initial Anthropology in Arist

tle’s Nichomachean Ethics’ is in some way 

‘essence’ of the human. If one maintains that 

Nicomachean 
Ethics

ethical theory in terms of Protagoras’ conce

evance of Aristotle’s initial anthropology for 
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son (logos, ) and carries out ‘practical 
life’. Further, I explain that the anthropolog

pocentrism of Aristotle’s ethics is questioned. 

Nicomachean Ethics

though humans’ actions within the shared life 

lis, ) as well. In this context, the City 
rity for humans’ life (Solomou

laou, 1989; Moutsopoulos, 1994). Aristotle’s 
destructive critique of Plato’s idea of the Good 

Nevertheless, Aristotle’s initial critique that 

istotle’s 
Ni-

comachean Ethics
mulate a rigorous critique of Plato’s idea of the 

He, however, retains Socrates’ and Plato’s 

Nicomachean Ethics

logue for and against Socrates’ conception of 

ther uses the term ‘anthropology’ nor does he 

which could be named ‘anthropology’. Neve

tle’s philosophy includes a specific anthr

bility in dealing with Aristotle’s consideration 
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sponds to the fact that there is an ‘anthrop
logical tradition’ in ancie

‘free’ and ‘slave’, Aristotle has the insight of 

gues that slavery is ‘by nature’.

Aristotle’s initial a

main arguments of Helmuth Plessner’s phil

Plessner’s pology and that of Aristotle’s.

scribes the specific characteristics of humans’ 

plants, in ‘other animals’, and in human an

for the expression ‘other animals’ see 111a26, 

tics of the human ‘from below’, through fo

way of theorising also expresses Aristotle’s 

Plato’s

Nicomachean Ethics

dowed with reason. Then their ‘peculiar’ life 
is the ‘practical life’ (praktik  z , 
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istic of the human as a ‘political animal’ 
(z on politikon,  ) by nature, in 
terms of the institutional frame of ‘polis’ (A

the expression ‘anthropological difference’ 

ncept of the ‘work of the 
human’ (ergon anthr pou,  ) in 
order to define the ‘human Good’ (anthr pinon 

 ) that is the core of 

translation of Aristotle’s term ‘ergon’ in modern 

dering ‘function’ does not solve the problem 

fact, the word ‘ergon’ exis
guage from Homer’s epic poems up to the pr

guage to Aristotle’s theoretical elucidation is 

ing of ‘ergon’ in the context of his philosophy. 
Anyway, I prefer the English rendering ‘work’ 
for Aristotle’s term ‘ergon’.

human Good that is ‘soul’s activity (energeia, 
) in accordance with excellence (ar

t , 
Since the peculiar life of the human is ‘pract
cal life’, the human Good is what can be 
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) (Aristoteles, 1970a, 1097a23).

the field of Aristotle’s main ethical theory.

The initial anthropology in Aristotle’s 
Nicomachean Ethics

le’s broad conception of life. On the one 

tue only ‘by nature’. animals’ 

intend to set out an account of animals’ ethics, 
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istotle uses the expression ‘the beast’ or fer

animals’ behaviour. While brutality is a sp
eristic of animals’ natural force, 

le’s ethics various arguments have 

asserts that Aristotle’s ethics is anthropoce

and he elevates humans’ ethical life beyond 

Aristotle’s ethics represents rather a moderate 

tle’s ‘anthropomorphic language’ and his a

dowed with reason and speech, Aristotle’s ini
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tional contemplation (theoria, ) and 

‘praxis’( ) introduces changes in human 
intellectual activity as ‘theoria’ ( ) 

) of 

shares Protagoras’ emphasis on the human, 
but he does not endorse Protagoras’ radical 

The initial anthropology in Aristotle’s 
Nicomachean Ethics
context of Aristotle’s ethical theorising after 
his critique of Plato’s comprehensive theory. 
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