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Abstract

The article studies and conceptualises alarmism and eschatology in the modern Ukrainian discourse.
The approach to understanding the concept developed by G. Frege (“Fregean Thoughts’) was used as the
theoretical basis for conceptualising these categories. The research interest of the paper is caused by the
identification of the content of the conceptual levels of alarmism and eschatology. The results make it pos-
sible to define alarmism as a worldview sensation of an intuitive level that historically emerged from em-
piricism, reflecting the readiness to overcome the current global challenges. Eschatology arises as a doc-
trine that accepts the finiteness of individual and universal beings. The conceptualization of alarmism and
eschatology allows us to conclude that, although both categories act as a means of characterizing the state
of modern global society that has lost its intentions for its development, eschatology is looking for ways to
reconcile with the inevitable approaching of “end of history”; the alarmism tries to mobilize the efforts of
the global society to overcome the acute challenges of our time, gives one or another problem the status of
serious.

Keywords: alarmism, eschatology, concept, conceptualization, conceptual analysis, Ukrainian dis-
course.

Introduction

For a long time, the historical development of
mankind was considered in the logic of gradual
evolutional progress: “new ways of thinking
about what the political and the technical are”
(Shafiee, 2019) were developed, science was
presented as inherently superior to faith (Brian,
2021), and, as J. R. Coca, I. C. Caballero, F. J. F.
Carrera, A. Parama (2018) note, “the scientific
frontier became potentially end-less” (p. 186).

However, prominent philosophers have
doubts about endless line development possibili-
ties. For example, P. Lafargue noted that the ide-

as of progress and evolution were highly suc-
cessful during the first years of the 19" century
when “philosophers, historians, moralists, politi-
cians, writers, and poets presented their writings
and speeches under the guise of progressive de-
velopment” (Lafargue, 2007, p. 24).

Nevertheless, since the second half of the 190
century, historical optimism and belief in the
possibility of evolutionary development of hu-
mankind have been replaced by scepticism, pes-
simistic perception of our future prospects, and
strengthening the eschatological worldview.

The tragic events of the last century, first of
all, two world’s “hot” and one “‘cold” wars, nu-
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merous and profound ecological problems not
only did not reduce the eschatological perception
of possible intentions for further development
but, on the contrary, intensified it. Overall, the
20™ century may be characterized as the “century
of eschatology” (Walls, 2008, p. 10). Deepening
awareness of the exhaustion of being, one’s
powerlessness, became the basis for forming an
alarming worldview based on the expectation of
the “End of History” (Fukuyama, 1992).

The problem of the finiteness of human exist-
ence and the Universe accompanies philosophy
throughout the historical path, but it does not lose
its relevance and actuality at the beginning of the
third millennium.

Nowadays, the manifestations of alarmism
are subject to fundamental study and philosophi-
cal understanding in the context of global prob-
lems, which are considered not in the traditional
dimensions but the field of social relations: envi-
ronmental (Sullivan & Ozman-Sullivan, 2020),
economic (Wosnitza, 2019), technological, and
demographic (Korun et al., 2020). In recent
years, scientists have researched the formation of
the alarmist worldview under the influence of
increasing the digitalization of society, and the
widespread of new information technologies
(Sackett, 2018), which produce and uncontrolla-
bly distribute messages of alarmist content, turn-
ing modern media into “the totem to which a
modern man feels an almost religious feeling,
which makes him with special concentration and
resilience,... with personal attention and emo-
tionality to “listen” and “look™ into the media
“abyss”, capturing its information impulses”
(Polonsky, 2018, p. 233). The so-called “false
alarm effect (FAE)” or “crying wolf effect”, the
impact of alarmistic worldview on specifics of
network communication” (Thompson, Lin, &
Parsloe, 2017; Thompson, Romo, Ben-Israel,
Owens, & Keita, 2019), culturally marked fea-
tures of the representation of alarmism in nation-
al societies (Keck, 2018) are under investigation.

Investigation of the eschatology released
through the study of the representations of escha-

tological thinking in philosophical discourse

(Grant, 2019; Kim, 2020), culturally and religi-

ously marked manifestations of the perception of

the approach to the finiteness of existence (Wi-
rén, 2018), and identification of the relationships
between environmental pessimism and the hu-
manity’s loss of hope for the future (Swenson-

Lengyel, 2017).

Accordingly, even a short review of scientific
sources allows us to draw the following conclu-
sions:

1. Both eschatology and alarmism are associated
with a sense of exhaustion the humanity’s
loss of hope for the future; both concepts
function widely to identify and characterize
the particular state of a person and humankind
at the current stage of historical development;

2. Both concepts are today relevant objects of
research in scientific and philosophical dis-
course;

3. There is no universal, general philosophical
understanding of the conceptualization of
alarmism and eschatology in philosophical
sciences. In its turn, the absence of clear un-
derstanding and conceptualization of the
named phenomena results in a terminological,
“conceptual confusion” (L. Wittgenstein),
which significantly complicates the process of
studying the peculiarities of the representation
of alarmistic and eschatological thinking in
the scientific discourse of modernity.

The identified contradiction allows the formu-
lation of research objects as follows: (1) reveal-
ing differences between alarmistic thinking and
eschatological one; (2) specifics of representa-
tion of alarmism and eschatology in Ukrainian
discourse?

Given the identified contradiction, the study
aims to conceptualize the categories of “alarm-
ism” and ‘“eschatology” in the Ukrainian dis-
course of today.

It should be noted that the conceptualization
of the “alarmism” in scientific literature is not
presented, which increases the relevance and
significance of the study.
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Concept: Definition, Structure

At the heart of conceptualization as a research
method, derivation of scientific knowledge is a
concept category. In this study, the concept is
understood in the logic of Frege’s semantic tri-
angle, what Byrne (2005, p. 231) and McAlliste
(2019) call Fregean Thoughts (or simply “Tho-
ughts”). Frege, Geach, and Black (1951) note,
that “a concept is the reference of a predicate; an
object is something that can never be the whole
reference of a predicate but can be the reference
of a subject” (p. 173). The concept is understood
as the unity of three “Frege’s Thoughts™: the sub-
ject of cognition “captures” the propositional
meaning of the content A, constructing a system
of relations to “Thought” B, which semantically
represents C (McAlliste, 2019). The concept is
an item that forms the integrity of “Thoughts”; it
is a unity of the sign (C), the meaning (A), and
the sense (B).

In the historical dimension, the emergence of
any concept is a consequence of the implementa-
tion of cognitive processes, investigation, catego-
rization, and definition, resulting in the sign of
the semiotic language system: sign and mean-
ing(s) form integrity, additional sense(s) are not
formed; sign (C) acts as a referent of meaning(s)
and sense(s).

The complication of socio-cultural reality, the
deepening of cognitive processes, and the func-
tioning of the concept in new conditions in new
contexts lead to the sophistication of the unity of
the sign - meaning - sense meaning, causing the
formation of new additional knowledge and val-
ues (A). The constant metaphorical rethinking of
surrounded and inner world phenomena results
in the formation of new meanings is accompa-

nied by the emergence of new, often subjective

senses (B).

In this study, the concept is understood as a
complex phenomenon, the structure of which can
be divided into a sign, meaning(s), sense(s),
which is formed as a result of cognitive process-
es, investigation of the Universe, and man’s
place in it, its categorization, derivation explicit
values, and implicit senses and their further in-
ternalization, entering the inner world of man.

The concept is the unity of sign, meaning, and
sense, in the structure of which we can conditi-
onally distinguish the following levels (Ste-
panov, 2004; Sternin, 2001; Karasyk & Sternin,
2005):

1. etymological: the initial stage of conceptual-
ization of the identified outer sociocultural or
inner phycological fragment, sign and mean-
ing(s) form integrity, additional senses are not
formed; sign (C) acts as a referent of mean-
ing(s) and sense(s): A=B=C;

2. basic: at this stage, the concept acquires ex-
plicit, “spoken” meanings; C is split and in-
cludes a certain amount of A: C=A;+ A, +
A3 + An;

3. associative: the implementation of cognitive
processes never stops; man, society, and hu-
manity, in general, are in a state of permanent
understanding of new phenomena and pro-
cesses, rethinking existing attitudes, and their
evaluation, as a result of which in the struc-
ture of the concept non-computational new
implicit, associative senses are formed. C is
split, including the non-computational plurali-
tyBI C=B;+B,+B;+B..

Accordingly, the frame of the concept can be
represented in Fig. 1:

[ associative: C=B,+B,+B;+ B, }

[basic:C=A1+A2+A3+A,, ]

[etymologicat A=B =C]

Figure I. The General Structure, Frame of Concept.
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It is essential to add that identifying these lev-
els is carried out solely for academic research.
All these levels are interconnected and interde-
pendent. Moreover, the concept is not a stable,
“cemented,” and unchanging formation. We can
talk about the relative stability of the etymologi-
cal level. Basic and associative ones are subjects
of constantly “new reading”, rethinking, result-
ing in their expansion in the case of formation of
new meanings or reduction in case of their loss.
Dynamics and variability of the concept lead to
significant complications in the implementation
of conceptualization as a means of philosophical
understanding of reality.

Methodology, Methods,
Research Materials

Conceptual Analysis

Traditionally, the derivation of new philo-
sophical knowledge is carried out through the
application of conceptual analysis. According to
R. Audi (1983), conceptual analysis is a research
method introduced by Socrates and to which sci-
entists appeal in one form or another throughout
the history of philosophy (p. 87).

Numerous conceptual analysis procedures
have been developed in modern philosophical
methodology (for example, Kosterec, 2016).
However, considering the formulated goal and
the identified structure of the concept (Fig. 1),
this study is based on a procedure developed by
Brubaker and Cooper (2000). The methodology
is based on a contradiction of understanding of a
concept on the scientific level and level of eve-
ryday communication. According to the scien-
tists, conceptualization involves the implementa-
tion of the following procedures (Brubaker &
Cooper, 2000):

1. The conceptual analysis on the level of aca-
demic research. The study of the concept as
an analytical category, a tool of abstract logi-
cal reasoning in the philosophical discourse.
This research direction aims to conceptualise

alarmism and eschatology in the philosophi-
cal discourse. In its turn, scientific-philosophi-
cal discourse is understood as an institutional-
oriented discourse, the primary purpose of
which is a derivation of new philosophical
knowledge about the world around us due to
the scientific communication, implementation
of scientific dialogue, and rethinking of val-
ues, which are contained in key concepts:
man, existence, life-death, truth, knowledge,
research;

2. The conceptual analysis at the level of every-
day life, in which concepts determine the per-
ception of certain realities of life and the be-
haviour of a person or social group in certain
areas of socio-cultural life.

As a result, the meanings (A) of the studied
concepts, fixed in the specialized dictionary, and
encyclopedic literature, are revealed - the basic
level of the concepts;

The results of the study of the representation
of alarmism and eschatology at the level of eve-
ryday life are the identification of additional
connotative, associative meanings (B) - associa-
tive level of the concept.

The Ukrainian corpus of the University of
Leipzig (Leipzig Corpora Collection, 2014) was
used as material for conceptualizing the associa-
tive level of alarmism/eschatology. Modern cor-
pora contain a large amount of data and provide
tools for processing vast amounts of information,
making them an effective research tool (Oster,
2010). An additional advantage of appealing to
the Ukrainian corpus is the fact that it has been
developed since 2014, respectively: (1) the cor-
pus reflects the peculiarities of the perception of
alarmism, eschatology, the representation of the
perception of the finiteness of life in the Ukraini-
an mentality; (2) the corpus reflects the peculiari-
ties of the perception of these concepts at the
present stage of development of Ukrainian socie-
ty (2014-2020).

Taking into account the identified structure of
the concept (Fig. 1), it is advisable to add to the
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conceptual analysis the identification of the ety-
mological level of alarmism and eschatology (C)
at the formation stage of a sign. Etymological
dictionaries serve as the material for the research.

Search Procedure
The search procedure includes the following
stages:

1. Searching by lexeme in all forms.

2. The etymology of the concepts.

3. Revealing the denotative meaning, fixed in
dictionaries: a generalization of dictionary
definitions, description of lexicographic
meaning. The method aims to obtain a com-
plete description of the meanings based on the
analysis of available dictionary studies (Ruda-
kova & Sternin, 2016; Vinogradova & Stern-
in, 2016).

4. The associative meanings of the concepts.

Alarmism VS Eschatology

Etymological Level

As the result of the analysis of the dictionary
literature, the etymological level of the studied
concepts can be presented as follows:

1. Alarmism is a term that appeared in Old
French at the end of the 14" century for the
nomination of the call to arms in the face of
danger, the enemy, “to arms!”. Derived from
Latin. illas + arma (weapon) (Online Etymol-
ogy Dictionary, 2020);

2. Eschatology: the appearance of the term dates
back to 1844 when due to a combination of
Greek terms &oyoartog (last, final) + -Aoyia
(study, word, doctrine), the term appeared to
nominate the doctrine of the finitude of being
(A New English Dictionary on Historical
Principles, 1897, p. 28).

Accordingly, already on the etymological
level of the studied concepts, significant differ-
ences are fixed:

1. first of all, eschatology arises from the disap-
pointment of humanity in the possibilities of
continuous, gradual, evolutionary develop-

ment of history in the first half of the 19™ cen-
tury, when philosophers “had to curb their
unbridled enthusiasm” (Lafargue, 2007, p.
24). The alarmism appeared much earlier; the
term's appearance was caused by the need to
survive, the desire to save lives in adverse,
hostile environmental conditions, if neces-
sary - with a weapon in hand. In other words,
accompanied  humanity
throughout its history, and it appeared long
before the global problems that led to its “se-
cond birth” in the scientific-philosophical dis-
course of the 60s and 70s of the last century;
2. alarmism arises as an attempt to survive in
adverse external conditions, reflecting a grea-
ter degree of the emotional state, determina-
tion, ability, and willingness to resist danger

alarmism  has

and challenges; it is a feeling of the intuitive
level, representing an intuitive, unconscious
desire to survive. It, according to Gorbatyuk
(2011), “historically arose not from religion
or any philosophy, ideology in general, but
from the experience and specific empirics of
people” (p. 50). In other words, alarmism
contains a stimulus to action and is practice-
oriented. Eschatology arises as a doctrine, as a
field of scientific knowledge aimed at the
fundamental study and understanding of be-
ing-before-death and being-after-death; it
seeks theorization, explanation of complex is-
sues, and searches for meanings of life and
death. It does not involve confrontation to
challenges. The very fact of the return of alar-
mism to an overall functioning in the modern
philosophical discourse may serve as evi-
dence that the sciences aimed at theorizing
and philosophical understanding of existential
problems have moved to an active search for
ways to overcome them.

Alarmism VS Eschatology:
The Basic Level

In dictionaries, in the modern scientific and
philosophical discourse meanings of the concepts
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are represented in the following ways (Frolova

2001, p. 699; Shinkaruk, 2002, p. 204, Stepin,

2010, pp. 467-479):

1. Eschatology (individual) is a religious term
that includes elements of the doctrines of var-
ious religious systems about the ultimate des-
tiny of humankind and man, i. e. in the most
definitive perspective outside history, biog-
raphy, in general, outside “this” world (Ste-
pin, 2010, p. 467); “the doctrine of the post-
humous fate of the individual human soul”
(Stepin, 2010, p. 467);

2. Eschatology (universal) is a section of the
Christian canonical doctrine of the Last Judg-
ment and its classical and non-classical, heret-
ical interpretations by theologians; the doc-
trine of the purpose of cosmic and human his-
tory, the approximation to the end and our
life, our existence is behind the end.
Shinkaruk emphasizes that eschatological

teachings appeared in the history of philosophy

long before the term itself: from the Middle Ages
when eschatology became an integral part of the

Christian worldview, it became a symbol of the

Christian faith (Shinkaruk, 2002, p. 204). It is the

spiritual axis of Christianity; the basis of the sys-

tem of Christian beliefs reflects the linear percep-
tion of the unfolding of time, historical process,
and hope for “salvation of all sinners” (Shinka-
ruk, 2002, p. 204). In addition, epyeschatology
today is an integral part of futurology, which as-
similates the position of the limited possibilities
for the progress of civilization, historical deter-
minism, and environmental and demographic

catastrophes that await humanity (Frolova, 2001,

p. 699).

As noted above, individual eschatology is the
doctrine of the individual human soul, the possi-
bility of being after death. This direction of un-
derstanding of eschatology is conditional be-
cause “the very idea of the eternal cycle excludes
anything finally; in the Universe, there is neither
a meaningful goal nor an absolute end, and glob-
al catastrophes, which rhythmically destroy

space, only clear the space for the future” (Ste-
pin, 2010, pp. 467-468).

The individual eschatology is easily dissolved
in the eternal cycle, entirely fits into the context
of universal eschatology, focused on the fate of
“God’s people” and all humankind, on the reli-
gious understanding of world history as a process
guided by the personal will of the one God (New
Philosophy Encyclopedia, 2010, p. 468), because
the formation of the “next, better century” will be
the time of the resurrection of the dead righteous,
who will receive their place in a renewed, devoid
of evil, trouble world.

Originated as a theological doctrine, eschatol-
ogy made an “anthropological turn” (Zheltikova
& Gusev, 2011) in the last century. Its’ attention
was shifted from the Universe to the awareness
of the inevitable mortality of a man, the under-
standing of the man himself in a situation of
awareness of his fatality (Karyakin, 2009, p. 11),
in search of ways of reconciliation with a fatality,
the inevitability of the Apocalypse.

The scientists state that eschatological senti-
ments spread when humanity experiences critical
crisis periods of its historical development (Fro-
lova, 2001, p. 699) and at the beginning of the
third millennium, the period which “has a special
symbolic meaning in Christianity” (Moltmann,
1994, p. 75), eschatology as “metahistory”, as
self-transcendence of the accelerated course of
history has undergone all sorts of non-religious
alterations of utopian or, conversely, alarmist
nature, everyday vulgarization in entire sects, the
media, various arts (Stepin, 2010, p. 470).

Accordingly, it can be concluded that escha-
tology is the doctrine of finiteness, the feeling of
approximation of the Universe to its natural end,
foreboding of the “anthropological space” (Pan-
nenberg, 1983). It focuses on trying to under-
stand a person in a state of confusion or despair
caused by the realization of one's fatality and try-
ing to find ways to reconcile with this awareness.
It aims to identify the possibilities of living after
death: “the eschatology of universal catastrophe
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is supplemented by the eschatology of hope”

(Zheltikova & Gusev, 2011, p. 21).
Unfortunately, the basic level of alarmism

remains uncertain in the modern scientific and

philosophical discourse. The following defini-
tions of the concept are presented in the scientific
literature:

1. Alarmism is a scientific trend in the context of
optimizing the interaction in the system
“man-nature”;

2. Alarmism is “often unwarranted arousal of
fears or warning of danger” (Merriam-Web-
ster Dictionary, 2020);

3. Alarmism is disturbing worldview associated
with a sharply negative perception of the cur-
rent political situation, the anticipation of
growing problems and misfortunes, and calls
for necessary rescue measures (Trebin, 2015,
p- 27).

As the above definitions reflect, the percep-
tion of alarmism in the philosophical and scien-
tific discourse differs significantly. The first def-
inition connects the formation of a pessimistic
worldview exclusively with environmental prob-
lems, the disharmony of interactions in the sys-
tem of “man-nature”, and the political situation.
However, alarm fears are associated not only
with environmental and political but also, as the
review of recent scientific papers shows, with de-
mographic, economic problems, pandemics, di-
gitalization of society, etc. In other words, bursts
of alarmism can be caused any serious problem
facing humanity.

The second definition emphasizes that the
manifestations of alarmism are unjustified. While
agreeing that the alarms and panic provoked by
alarming messages are quite often unfounded, at
the same time, it should be noted that humanity
today has encountered many problems of such
scales and depth that it has never acquired earli-
er. Accordingly, it would be impractical to say
that alarming manifestations and outbreaks are
exclusively unjustified.

It is essential to add that the above definitions
emphasize that the strengthening of the alarmist

perception makes demands for the urgent im-

plementation of measures to stop the approxima-

tion of the catastrophe, the forthcoming the “End
of History”.

Based on the synthesis of these approaches,
the basic level of the studied concept can be de-
fined as follows:

1. alarmism is a worldview sense of intuitive le-
vel, a particular state of man and society,
characterized by historical, social pessimism,
the acute awareness of deep and large-scale
problems that may threaten human existence.
It is a pre-catastrophe, intensifying humani-
ty’s efforts to overcome identified, explicit,
“spoken” and potential, implicit problems in
any way; it “contains an important rational
point: it gives the relevant problems the status
of serious social problems that require a seri-
ous attitude of human society” (Gorbatyuk,
2011, p. 52);

2. eschatology is a doctrine aimed at studying
the finiteness of human existence and the Uni-
verse; it accepts the inevitability of the end
and seeks the possibility of being after death,
future existence in a renewed world devoid of
evil, pain, and injustice.

Alarmism does everything possible to mobi-
lize the global society to resist the deepening,
intensification of existential problems that may
approximate humanity to the “End of History”,
intensifies efforts to overcome these problems,
and calls for “battle” to preserve our imperfect,
unjust, unfortunate, but the only known for the
humankind Universe. In other words, alarmism
does all possible to prevent eschatological expec-
tations of existence in another Post-Apocalyptic
World do not come true.

Alarmism VS Eschatology: Associative Level

The conceptualization would be incomplete
without revealing the perception, different sens-
es, “definition” of alarmism, and eschatology in
the minds of modern Ukrainians.

The appeal to the corpus of the Ukrainian lan-
guage reflects that both concepts of overall func-
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tioning in the daily life of Ukrainian society have
not been received: both understanding the possi-
bilities of the Post-Apocalyptic World and find-
ing ways to prevent its formation remain the sub-
ject of reflection in philosophical discourse
mainly.

In the Ukrainian corpus of the University of
Leipzig (Leipzig Corpora Collection, 2014),
alarmism is used exclusively with nominations
of environmental problems. It is perceived sk
3acCi6 eKoNo2IMHO20 GUX08aHHs (as a means of
environmental education), six 3aKmuK 00 Heemp)y-
uaHHs 8 NpUpPoOHi npoyecu (as a call for non-
interference in natural processes) (Leipzig Cor-
pora Collection, 2014). In other words, in mod-
ern Ukrainian society, alarmism is synonymous
with technophobia, a call to conserve natural re-
sources and optimize interactions in the system
“man-nature”.

Alarmism in everyday life is perceived main-
ly in connection with environmental problems:
AK 30CI0 eKoN02IYH020 8UX08aHHA (as a means of
environmental education), sx 3axkmuK 00 Heempy-
uaHHs 8 NpUPoOHi npoyecu (as a call for non-
interference in natural processes) (Leipzig Cor-
pora Collection, 2014). Alarmism softens the
worldview at the intuitive level. Thus, it is syn-
onymous with technophobia, a call to conserve
natural resources and optimize interactions in the
system “man-nature”.

The perception of eschatology in the minds of
Ukrainians differs significantly from the under-
standing of alarmism. It is expected that the larg-
est number of associative meanings, personal
meanings formed in the structure of the concept,
are associated with the system of religion, espe-
cially Christian beliefs (Leipzig Corpora Collec-
tion, 2014):

1. eschatology as the hope for the coming of a
new world: xpucmusncoka ecxamonozis 6us-
HAE MITbKU OOUH GIUHULL GIK — MALIOYMHILL GiK
Llapcmea bBoxcozo (Christian eschatology
recognizes only one eternal age - the future
age of the Kingdom of God);

2. eschatology as a religious doctrine: nepenu-

Cysanu meopu Ha MAaKi PO3NOECHOONCEHH]
memu Ak ecxamonoeis, icmopis (rewrote
works on such common themes as eschatolo-
gy, history);

At the same time, as the results of the analysis
reflect, qualitatively new associative senses of
the concept:

1. eschatology as an attempt to create the “King-
dom of God” today: V eunaoxy Amepuxan-
cokoi’ | Dpanyy3eKkoi pesontoyill ecxamonozis
MAna c8iMCbKULL Xapakmep: HO8d, HA3ABHCOU
6cmarnoegiena epa c60600u i pisnocmi (In the
case of the American and French Revolu-
tions, eschatology had a secular character: a
new, forever established era of freedom and
equality) (Leipzig Corpora Collection, 2014).
It is important to add that attempts to create

the “Kingdom of God” often leave God himself

beyond the transformations; man assumes re-
forms, radical changes in society, and the func-
tions of God. The transformations are based on
violence because it is impossible to achieve
equality without despotism: “Slaves must be
equal: without despotism, there was no freedom
or equality, but there must be equality in the

herd” (Dostoevsky, 1873, p. 301).

2. eschatology as communism: Koxkpemua ec-
xamonoeia padsucokoi 0oou (A specific es-
chatology of the Soviet era) (Leipzig Corpora
Collection, 2014).

These meanings are connected to understand-
ing the concept as a doctrine about approxima-
tion of humankind to the End but are actualized
in the minds of Ukrainians who have existential
experience in building the “Kingdom of God” in
their history. This experience results in negative-
ly marked senses in the human mind and, ac-
cordingly, in the concept structure.

Perception of eschatology as an attempt to
create the “Kingdom of God” functions widely
in Ukrainian society, which allows us to con-
clude that these associative meanings are not oc-
casional, subjective, or temporary, that the philo-
sophical concept is adapted by Ukrainians, or-
ganically intertwined into the national “narrative
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of trauma” of modern Ukrainian society, every
individual Ukrainian.

In addition, the results of the analysis reflect
the tendency to vulgarize the perception of the
concept: Hanesno ecxamonoeis 36y0enning, 60
2060pUMbCSE CbOLOOHI Y NPOSPAMAX PO KOMENTY,
WO SHUWUMb 3eMII0 YU Npo 2100aibHe No-
MENJIiHHSA, WO 3aMUE 3eMII0 Tb000SUM HOMO-
nom? (Probably eschatology excited, because
today the programs talk about a comet that will
destroy the Earth or global warming that will
flood the Earth?) (Leipzig Corpora Collection,
2014).

The formation of the latter meaning is a kind
of response to the increasing number of eschato-
logical motives in the media, works of art, and
others.

Accordingly, comparing the contents of the
associative level of the alarmism and eschatolo-
gy, we can conclude that the concept of “alarm-
ism” is presented in the minds of Ukrainians con-
cerning environmental problems, the rapid pace

alamism

of technical development only; eschatology, on
the contrary, has the developed associative se-
ries: its senses are associated with the system of
religious beliefs, Christianity, and religious
teachings. Additionally, the perception of escha-
tology is formed as the unsuccessful attempt to
create the “Kingdom of God” on the Earth, as an
attempt to prevent the “End of History”, which
was accompanied by violence, oppression, denial
of freedom of choice, and, consequently, immor-
tality. In other words, in the minds of Ukrainians,
the concept is associated with the negative histor-
ical experience of the past; the eschatology of
impending catastrophe is not combined with the
eschatology of hope, which reflects the depth of
confusion, apathy, fear, loss of intentions, acute
awareness, and experience of their finitude.

Thus, the semantical content of the etymolog-
ical, primary, and associative levels of the stud-
ied concepts was revealed, which allows us to
conceptualize the categories of alarmism and
eschatology in Fig. 2:

eschatology

e etymological
«a call to withstand adverse conditions, acute
challenges; arises as a result of empiricism
*basic
*special state of man and society, characterized by
historical pessimism, acute awareness of the
strengthening of existential problems that could
lead mankind to catastrophe, intensification of
efforts to overcome identified, explicit and
potential, implicit problems by any means
eassociative
emeans of environmental education, a call for non-
interference in 'man - nature system"

e etymological
ethe doctrine of finitude, a science aimed at the
fundamental study and investigation of being-
before-death and being-after-death, which does
not involve confrontation with challenges, seeks to
theorize, explain complex issues, search for
meanings of being and death
* basic
the doctrine of finitude, the exhaustion of human
existence, the approach of the universe to its
natural end, the demise of the "anthropological
space", attempts to identify opportunities,
prospects of existence after death, the synthesis of
the eschatology of catastrophe with the
eschatology of hope
e associative
ereligious teachings related to the system of
religious, primarily Christian beliefs; can be
understood as an attempt to establish the
"Kingdom of God" on earth, a "narrative of
trauma"

Figure 2. The structure of the concepts of “alarmism” / “eschatology””.

Discussion of the Results
Thus, as the results of the study reflect, al-
ready in the historical dimension, the semantics

of the content of concepts differs significantly:

the alarmism is characterized by the presence of

an active beginning, seeks to preserve the exist-
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ing Universe, it is aimed at mobilization man
before strengthening, deepening existential prob-
lems that approximate Apocalypses, the arrival
of the “End of History”; eschatology arose as a
doctrine of fatality of man and the Universe, it
does not involve opposition to the approximation
of Catastrophe, the “End of History”, perceives
the inevitability of its approximation.

The results of the conceptual analysis allow
us to formulate the definitions of alarmism and
eschatology as follows:

Alarmism is a worldview feeling of the intui-
tive level, which arises as the result of human
empiricism, as the desire to save lives in adverse
environmental conditions, as an attempt to sur-
vive, if necessary — “with weapons” in hand. The
“second birth” of the term in the 60s and 70s of
the last century was caused by the intensification
and deepening of existential problems, which
took on global dimensions, led to increased his-
torically social pessimism, the acute awareness
of the approximation to disaster. Strengthening
deepening the feeling of confusion, neglect, and
the anticipation of the Apocalypse leads to the
intensification of efforts and mobilization of the
person to decisively and radically overcome ob-
vious and potential problems in any way. Unlike
eschatological thinking, alarmist one also implies
the end of existence, but not in the religious
sense of the End of the World and Time, but in
the secularized end of the world of the values of
one’s culture and habitual way of life. In the Uk-
rainian cultural discourse, alarmism is perceived
as a synonym of technophobia, the desire to min-
imize the destructive human intervention in the
system of interactions ‘“‘man-nature”.

Eschatology is the doctrine of the finiteness of
a human and the Universe, which arises from the
disappointment of humanity in progress and the
possibility of further gradual evolutionary devel-
opment as an attempt to identify or give meaning
to the historical process. After the “anthropologi-
cal turn” of the last century, the focus of research
shifts to understanding the current state of the
man, who is aware of his fatality, acutely experi-

encing his neglect before the approach of the
Apocalypse. Eschatology accepts the inevitabil-
ity of approximation of the “End of History” and
tries to identify possible prospects of being after
death in the Post-Apocalyptic World, combining
the eschatology of catastrophe with the eschatol-
ogy of hope. In the minds of Ukrainians, it is as-
sociated with failed attempts to build the “King-
dom of God” with the recent historical past of
the country; the philosophical concept itself fits
organically into the national Ukrainian “narrative
of trauma”, which today in one form or another
is reflected in a mind of every Ukrainian.

It should be noted that both alarmism and es-
chatology are constructive. However, it is radi-
cally different: eschatology has come to terms
with the fatality of a man and the Universe, ack-
nowledged the inevitability of the death of “an-
thropological space”, respectively plans how to
survive in the post-apocalyptic future. The alarm-
ism tries not to bring the existing world to the es-
tablishment of the Post-Apocalyptic Universe,
mobilising the man to overcome acute existential
problems and remove the catastrophe. In es-
sence, both concepts reflect attempts to find
ways out of the deep crisis in which the person
finds himself, who acutely feels his fatality, and
neglect in “our posthuman” society but sees the
way out of this crisis differently.

Conclusions

1. The problem of exhaustion, the finiteness of
accompanying philosophy from ancient times
to the present day. In recent years the con-
cepts of “alarmism” and “eschatology” have
been widely used in philosophical discourse
as attempts to characterize the growing sense
of approaching catastrophe and the finiteness
of human existence in the “posthuman’ socie-
ty.

2. Already in the historical dimension, the con-
tent of the concepts differs significantly:
alarmism arises as a result of empiricism, as a
human desire to escape, to face current chal-
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lenges and threats; eschatology tries to recon-

cile with these challenges and threats, rethink

and understand them, accept the fatality of the
man and the Universe.

3. In the scientific-philosophical discourse of
today, alarmism becomes a means of mobiliz-
ing man to overcome existential challenges,
and eschatology becomes an attempt to com-
prehend and reconcile with the fatality of the
“anthropological space”.

4. The Ukrainian everyday discourse presents
nationally marked meanings associated in the
minds of Ukrainians with eschatology, which
is perceived not only as a philosophical doc-
trine, the system of religious beliefs but as un-
successful attempts to build the “Kingdom of
God” on the Earth. It becomes an integral
component of the national “narrative of trau-
ma”.

The obtained results of the research allow us
to conceptualize the contents of alarmism and
eschatology, determine the peculiarities of per-
ception of phenomena in Ukrainian philosophi-
cal discourse, and create preconditions for further
research and philosophical comprehension of es-
chatological and alarmist thinking.

It should be noted that the results certainly do
not solve the problem of conceptualization of
alarmism and eschatology altogether. The work
in this direction should be continued, aimed at
further clarification, specification of the content
of concepts, identifying features of the represen-
tation of understanding the exhaustion of life,
death of the “anthropological space” in different
cultural models at different stages of historical
development, etc.
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