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search demonstrates that the formation of individual’s ability for a certain (complex) action requires 
–

imals’ learned behavior. Special atte

 
Keywords:

mentary cognitive capacities, animals’ learning by imitation, abilities and skills.
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important role,” 

insuperability (in regard of individual’s 

psychology of animal cognition evolu-
tionary psychology, cognitive ethology and 
theory of animal intelligence. 

human 
cognition

tremes. It raises doubts if wouldn’t the present 

–
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thought
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–

–

–

al’s l

In the following parts of this article we’ll 

–

quires individual’s experience and in one way 

the instinct for finding 
solutions of problems

generalized
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scheme
general

generalize
learn generalization
endowed

genetic instinctive scheme 
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fundamental encyclopedia of “knowledge” of 

–  

the effective and success-
ful teaching of a given specialty requires the 
trainee to have a corresponding natural, in-
nate capacity

innate capacity for learning
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–

rse, one can’t be sure that just in 

incom-
plete induction lies at the basis of the sche-
matic of habituation. 

threshold value, confirmed cas-
es, erroneous reaction, the mechanism of ha-
bituation – 

 

“in recognition of his work on th

”

–

–
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incomplete induction lies also at the ba-
sis of the schematic of conditioned reflexes

– thresh-
old value, agents, observed cases, preceding 
cases unconditioned stimulus – 

 

learning by 
observation

all

imitation

learning by imitation

en, 1998), the ethological analysis (Miklósi, 
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re-
leaser) instinct of a scheme

inborn genetic instinct of a 
scheme capacity
cases of an individual’s positive experience in 

capacity

capacity

learning
cog-

nitive action, cogni-
tive action, 

attentive observation – at-
tention observation

creasing learner’s motivation. Implying the 

learning an action requires an inborn 
genetic potential capacity for this action

a priory

a posteriory, 

fast learning

inclination

for giftedness: “The term "gifted and talen

                                                           
–
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–

–

conception of animal creativity “three
pyramid”. Its first level comprises the ability 

and highest level, “the actual ability to be i
ive” authors define as the ability “to cr

new and different” (

By stressing the importance of “
” in the process of
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besides the general instinct of 
learning there are instincts for learning a 
special type of action (behavior) and these 
are the instinctive capacities for certain ac-
tions

Moreover, Henri Fabre’s striking expe

plex and “purposeful” activities of insect (F

the classical instinct the conception “the i
t of a scheme of action”. The classical 

– releaser
instinct of a scheme

learning 

cog-
nitive action, cogni-
tive action, 

attentive observation – at-
tention observation

creasing learner’s motivation. Implying the 

–

seeds
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Sotsial’no-kriticheskaya filo-
sofiya posle “Smerti Sub’ekta” 

“Death of the Subject”, in Russian). 

Imena-ottsa
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we call “rational humanism”.

                                                           

–

idual’s 

terable value. “If we dare again to look for the 
light of reason’, A. Schweitzer writes, ‘we 

of grand and profound ideals” (Schweitzer, 

– the “thin
iew”, since “only permanent a

all the spiritual aptitudes of a human being”

to get out of the dense woods, where we’ve 

“any real progress in the world is eventually 
predetermined by rationalism” (Schweitzer, 

                                                           
–

–
reality, the “human’s world”, but makes an in
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– –

“Humanist Manifesto 2000”, 1999).

globalism, its “side effects”, to channel the 

ed in the “Millennium Declaration” (year 
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The idea of “new thinking” is taking deeper 

the perspective of “human dimension”, in the 

zation, where man and man’s evolution b
comes “an end in itself”, “a criterion for ev
rything”.

                                                           
See academician I.T. Frolov’s works, particu
larly, his last interview “The Enigma of Life 

sions”, “Voprosy filosofii”, 1999,  8, pp. 36

wards “exaltation” of man, the interdiscip

not their merger within a “single metasy
tem”, but the common humanistic 

“philosophical ecumenism”. And, as a result, 

tion, to instill in the people’s minds that, gi

goals, common historical fate, that “Gens una 
sumus” , and “Homo homini deus est”

 

                                                           
“We all are one family”.
“Man to Man is God”.
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ty” is not and do not need to accept anythi

icon into a “hero”, deceitful h

class’s desire, continue to create real heroes. 

couldn’t be any heroism as a phenomenon. 

who call "terrorist" anyone who doesn’t allow 

’
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who deliver God’s will and intentions and 

society, it also means that we can feel God’s 

Acting like a hero is not only doing one’s 
duty for the sake of God but it’s also the abi

“A human being is somebody who has to 
overcome” 

the essence of a human life. “The 

are endless” (Al

"Live so as if you’ll never die. And get 
ready for death as if you’re going to die t

known phrase "If you’re hit in the 

WISDOM 1(8), 2017 41

P r o m o t i o n  o f  H e r o i c  C h a r a c t e r  a s  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  Ta s k



42 

Take for example another Christ’s sa
–

preted as the samurai warrior’s code "Bush

commits is a real miracle in which God’s ho

inspired truth (exactly people’s religious 
faith) is above life. But if people’s greed, self

The will power of the personality.

Social responsibility

Leadership as a relay race.
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can’t

The nobility and generosity

where there’s a lot of heroic breed, where 

The Incoherence of 
the Philosophers . 

Thus Spoke Zarathustra
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Hans KÖCHLER 

 

 

principles

–

what is nowadays referred to as the “national 
interest,” a conglomerate of collective vol

values

religion 
to justify the use of force and a polity’s –
ruler’s –

doctrine of democracy
human rights

citizen. The doctrine of “humanitarian inte
vention” – or “Responsibility to Protect” 

–

Régimes have been “changed” 

                                                           
For details see the author’s analysis, The Con-
cept of Humanitarian Intervention in the Con-
text of Modern Power Politics: Is the Revival 
of the Doctrine of "Just War" Compatible with 

–
perpetual conflict (instead of “Perpetual 
Peace” as envisaged by Immanuel Kant in his 
outline of a “republican” world o

systems of which the “Islamic State” is the 

The notion of democracy 
What is referred to as “democracy” in 

notion of . It is a commonly held 

                                                                                          
the International Rule of Law?
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Enlightenment era, the  

“democracy” is essentially defined as parlia-
mentary rule

the . 
–

–

leading. The distinction between “direct” and 
“indirect” democracy creates the 

–
–

was compatible with action by proxy. “Rule” 

Critique of Practical Reason
1, § 8; Foundations of the Metaphysics of 
Morals and, What Is Enlightenment?, 

lly, in Rousseau’s doctrine 
of democracy: “La volonté ne se représente 

elle est la même, ou elle est autre; il n'y 
”

participatory direct
pleonasm

                                                           
Du Contrat Social ou principes du droit poli-
tique 
Oeuvres choisies

This “democratic prejudice,” which has 

–

democratic ideal

– a form of “Ideologiekritik” that keeps 

–
– to “speak truth to po

er.”
What is commonly referred to as “d

ocracy” is, in most cases, a system of repre-
sentation

 (oligarchy) –

The notion of representation

representation

“democracy” – –

(citizens), not the people’s power to decide. In 

                                                           
For details see also Hans Köchler, “Demokra

– –
losophische Überlegungen zum 'demokratis

,”
 Uni 2000. Zukunftsperspektiven uni-

versitärer Forschung und Lehre am Beispiel 
der Universität Innsbruck
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erally: “make again present”) the totality

by way of a “free” mandate, i.e. not bound by 

–
common good

– –
However, “democracy by representation” 

fictitious premises

totality
ideal

like an “ethereal being,” without 

individual

something like a “collective will” as an 

                                                           
Verfas-

sungslehre

popular sovereignty –

–

Republic’s first constitution after World War 

–

deconstruction –
–

Ideologiekritik

–

cold war’s bipolar balance of power –
                                                           

author’s analysis, “Demokratietheo

politischer Wirklichkeit,“ in: A. Pelinka and 
Interdisziplinäre Demo-

kratieforschung

Braumüller, 1998, pp. 117

reignty and democracy see the author’s lecture, 
“

,”

inter alia, Hans Köchler, De-
mocracy and the New World Order
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or any polity that aspires to be “dem
cratic”:

– – avoid confusion

act ra-
tionally à vis their “representatives” 

immunize
–

to instrumentalize “democracy” to justify 

élite 
rule

de-legitimizing ef-
fect –

democratization of 

society and state –

in the sense of not equating “representation” 
with “democracy” –

–

realpolitik equality
states (“sovereign equality” as enshrined in 

 

directly
equal level

– –

delegate

–
–

abdication 

                                                           

Zur Soziologie des Parteiwesens in der 
modernen Demokratie: Untersuchungen über 
die oligarchischen Tendenzen des Gruppen-
lebens
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idealist
realist

disillusionment. “ ” –

–

“democratic” only those practices (i.e. forms 

overcoming of “ ” –

–
setting one’s “ ” at 

                                                           
See e.g. Carlo Mongardini, “Crisis and Tran

ern Europe,” in: Hans Köchler (ed.), The Crisis 
of Representative Democracy

– –

Critique of Practical Reason

Zum ewigen Frieden
Höffe, Ed).

Vom Wesen und Wert der 
Demokratie

Direct Democratic Choice: 
The Swiss Experience
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Balázs M. MEZEI 
 

 

 

 
Keywords: 

                                                           
tly: ‘In Him was life, and the 

life was the light of men.’, John 1:4. Throug

– eudaimonia 
makar

  

                                                           
Most importantly: ‘… the glorious liberty of 
the children of God.’, Rom 8:21.
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ness of the ‘beatific vision’. In modern the

in the ‘flow’; it has nothing to do either with 
eudaimonia or a ‘beatific vision’ of the prev

châyâh zoé 
psuché

 
châyâh through the latter’s meaning of quic
ening, movement, ‘life’ as is suggested by Ex 

bios 
châyâh;

lating ‘days’, (yowm, 
man life’s duration. Châyâh 

                                                           
Strong’s numbers in brackets to the 

Here the answer to Moses’ question to the 
– ‘What is your name? what shall I say 

unto them?’ – is notoriously ‘ehyeh asher 
ehyeh’, hayah 

to be expressed by the use of the verb ‘being’ 
–

–
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zoé, 
psuche, bios. zoé bi-
os BiF; psuche 

zoé

‘everlasting’ life of the universe (Plato, Ti-
maeus bios 

‘lives’ –

Laws

–
–

 Phaedo

Politics

– –

Nicomachian ethics

bios
(bi-

os) (zoé) 
Nicomachian ethics

tle’s thought. The Greek eudaimonia
ly translated as ‘happiness’ and Aris

 ‘the activity of God, 

must be most of the nature of happiness’
Nicomachian ethics

the theoretical or contemplative life and ‘men 
become gods by excess of virtue’ (Aristotle, 
Nicomachian ethics
                                                           

Aristotle in 23 
Volumes, Vol. 19
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(eleutheria, 

is that ‘a man should live as he likes.’ (Arist
Politics

of reaching ‘eternal life’ (zoé aionios)

zoé
zoé

psuché bios Psuché
bios

bios
fers to ‘the pride of life’ (1 John 2:16), ‘life in 

ld’ (1 John 3:17) or even ‘the riches 
and pleasures of this life’ that choke the seed 

bios

(zoé). 
bios

psuché: ‘For whosoever 
(psuche) 

(psuche) 
sake shall find it’ (Mark 8:35).

(eleutheria )

eleutheria, 

Luther’s work on The Freedom of a Christian

and moral theories, Kant’s notion of human 
persons’ coming of age, and also the i

–

drich Nietzsche’s notion of the will to power.

dom to one another (cf. O’Con
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n Friedrich Schiller’s classical poem The Song 
of the Bell. Nietzsche’s notion of freedom as 

Faith and Reason: 
 
‘I cannot but encourage

their philosophizing’
(John Paul II, Pope, 2001, § 56).

                                                           

‘BENEF’CENT is the might of flame,
When o’er it man doth watch, doth tame,

For this the heav’nly powers he thanks;
fright’ning Heaven’s pow’r will be,

Nature’s daughter, free alack.’

not speak of ‘eternal life’ properly speaking. 
‘Eternal life’ was seen by the Hellenistic a

perennial co-temporal

bios, 
for the expression ‘contemplative life’ rather 
disapprovingly as ‘the pride of life’. Instead 

bios, zoé

–
–

natural life. The ‘earthy man’ is opposed to 
the ‘heavenly man’ (expressions by St. Paul

                                                           
‘The first man is of the 
cond man is the Lord from heaven’, 1Cor 
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e theories, such as ‘intell
gent design’ which –

–

–
–

                                                           

Ex machina

Lanza’s biocentrism may be mentioned here
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makarioi 

zoé, 

Greek philosophy becomes now central: ‘Then 

you free’ (John 8:32). Augustine, early nat

ed, in Nietzsche’s understanding of freedom 
Zarathustra: ‘

                                                           

should be the search for the ‘vision of beauty 
itself’. Cf. Plato, Symposium

canst, for thou willest!’ (
Martin Heidegger’s formula – ‘The essence of 
truth is freedom’ – is a corollary to Nietzsche’s 

‘Post modernity’ is a general term which 

– –
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only as an alternative to ‘eudemonic’ ethics, 

zoé, zoé
–

–

French philosopher’s emphasis on the notion 

se. Henry’s notion of life seems to be i

ry’s writings (

–
–

holos 
pan, 

.

Hegel’s Spirit, the O
Event –

Emmanuel Lévinas, Michel Henry, Jean
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–

–
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be identical, because a ‘radical surpassing’ by 

reality
way ‘catholic’ because of it overall, overarc

– revelation.

 
Basic Works

What Darwin Got Wrong.

Basic Writings. 

Incarnation. Une philoso-
phie de la chair. 

Acts & Facts.

The Encyclicals of John Paul II.

Biocentrism: 
How Life and Consciousness are the 
Keys to Understanding the True Na-
ture of the Universe

After Virtue. A Study in 
Moral Theory. 

Religion and Revelation 
after Auschwitz. 

 Christian Wisdom Meets 
Modernity

Wisdom

Also Spoke Zarathustra 
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O’Connor, T. (2010). Free Will. The Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy

The Complete Works

Fi-
delio Journal of Poetry, Science, and 
Statecraft.

WISDOM 1(8), 2017 59

H a p p i n e s s ,  L i f e ,  L i b e r t y  ( A  C a t h o l i c  V i e w )



 

60 

Davit MOSINYAN 

Keywords:

–

tion that “we are in the presence of a crime 
thout a name”, Raphael Lemkin gave the 

name ‘genocide’ (Lemkin, 1946, pp. 227

ed after that name in certain way. “‘Genocide’ 
is, in the first place, a word. … The history of 

ry of ideas. It may be that ‘genocide’ repr

theories. … Word
powerful words can be confusing. … We 

somehow refer” (Freeman, 1991, p. 3). The 
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in Leo Tolstoy’s “War 
and Peace”

our topic: “We pho
out of our minds”. 

                                                           
“’That’s a fine death!’ said Napoleon as he 

” (Leo Tolstoy, War and 

–

Inner Experience

–

–
'What is it like to be a bat?'
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matter we can answer the question ‘what a bat 
for us’, but we cannot grasp the inner

of a bat. “If anyone is inclined to deny that we 

of mental state could be ascribed to us” 

and obligatory thesis: “Subjectivity is the only 
way to objectivity, to the world of objects” 

we have to accept that “we can no longer se

of

as
experience

is

past” (Ankersmit, 2005, p. 102). In this 

“forgetting extermination is part of extermin

f the social, etc.” (Baud
rillard, 1981, p. 77). If you didn’t suppress it 

Only if a trauma becomes a narrative, then 
it will lose its terrible power.

stance, Pierre Nora: “Memory and history, far 

… History, on the other hand, is the reco
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past” (Nora, 1989, p. 8). Aleida Assmann 

audible, because “the memory evicted from 

information streams” (Hov

The point is that “'genocide' c

judgment” (Freeman, 1991, p. 6). Language is 

world, one may agree that “language is not 

Word” (Vanderjagt, 1996, p. 342). 

Sublime Historical Ex-
perience.

Social 
Research, 75(1), 

Simulacra et simula-
tion. Galilée.

Journal of Applied Philosophy 8(1),

Memory and Histo-
ry. The Problem of Hierarchy of Ge-
nocides in Pierre Nora’s Theory.

The 
American Scholar, 15(2),

The Philosophical Review, 
83(4),

History: Les Lieux de Mémoire. Rep-
resentations 26(Special Issue: Me-
mory and Counter Memory)

Contingency, Irony, and So-
lidarity.

Instrumenta 
Patristica XXVII: Media latinitas,
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Georgia APOSTOLOPOULOU 

THE INITIAL ANTHROPOLOGY IN ARISTOTLE’S NICOMACHEAN ETHICS 

In the ‘Foreword’, I address some aspects of Academician Georg Brutian’s philosophy. The I

Nicomachean Ethics

common elements to plants as well as to ‘other animals’. The conclusion is that the human 
animal is the only living being that is endowed with reason and carries out ‘practical life’. We may 
call this difference ‘the anthropological difference’. In his ethical theory, Aristotle points to the li

plain the ‘practical life’ as well as the ‘human Good’. On the other hand, he high
man is higher than the ‘other animals’, since the human is endowed with the divine element of inte
lect; nevertheless, there are beings that are ‘more divine’ than the human. Thus Aristotle corrob

In this aspect, the alleged anthropocentrism of Aristotle’s ethics is to be reconsidered.

Keywords: Nicomachean Ethics, Ethics, Anthropology, ‘other animals’, anthropolo

‘Life and Philosophy’ and it expresses in an 

tian’s commitment to the work of philosophy, 
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its periodical ‘News and Views’ to widen the 

cian George Brutian’s philosophy. (Brutian, 

ophy, especially in Aristotle’s philosophy and 

gumentation has its distant origins in Socrates’ 
meaning of terms, in Plato’s di

logues, as well as in Aristotle’s dialectics as a 

tle set out his dialectics in his works ‘Topics’ 
and ‘Sophistical Refutations’ 

Athens. While Plato’s dialectics claims met
physical truth, Aristotle’s dialectics enquires 

Plato’s Academy (Ryle, 1968), and he pr

lis, ), and his philosophy manifests his 

e stresses that Aristotle’s account 

Organon 
 Rhetoric.

an interpretation of Aristotle’s dialectics. I
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his theory of argumentation Aristotle’s co

rg Brutian’s th

academician Georg Brutian’s philosophy goes 

cian Georg Brutian’s philosophy, it is a good 

tle’s birth. Consequently, the theme of my 
paper on ‘The Initial Anthropology in Arist

tle’s Nichomachean Ethics’ is in some way 

‘essence’ of the human. If one maintains that 

Nicomachean 
Ethics

ethical theory in terms of Protagoras’ conce

evance of Aristotle’s initial anthropology for 
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son (logos, ) and carries out ‘practical 
life’. Further, I explain that the anthropolog

pocentrism of Aristotle’s ethics is questioned. 

Nicomachean Ethics

though humans’ actions within the shared life 

lis, ) as well. In this context, the City 
rity for humans’ life (Solomou

laou, 1989; Moutsopoulos, 1994). Aristotle’s 
destructive critique of Plato’s idea of the Good 

Nevertheless, Aristotle’s initial critique that 

istotle’s 
Ni-

comachean Ethics
mulate a rigorous critique of Plato’s idea of the 

He, however, retains Socrates’ and Plato’s 

Nicomachean Ethics

logue for and against Socrates’ conception of 

ther uses the term ‘anthropology’ nor does he 

which could be named ‘anthropology’. Neve

tle’s philosophy includes a specific anthr

bility in dealing with Aristotle’s consideration 
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sponds to the fact that there is an ‘anthrop
logical tradition’ in ancie

‘free’ and ‘slave’, Aristotle has the insight of 

gues that slavery is ‘by nature’.

Aristotle’s initial a

main arguments of Helmuth Plessner’s phil

Plessner’s pology and that of Aristotle’s.

scribes the specific characteristics of humans’ 

plants, in ‘other animals’, and in human an

for the expression ‘other animals’ see 111a26, 

tics of the human ‘from below’, through fo

way of theorising also expresses Aristotle’s 

Plato’s

Nicomachean Ethics

dowed with reason. Then their ‘peculiar’ life 
is the ‘practical life’ (praktik  z , 
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istic of the human as a ‘political animal’ 
(z on politikon,  ) by nature, in 
terms of the institutional frame of ‘polis’ (A

the expression ‘anthropological difference’ 

ncept of the ‘work of the 
human’ (ergon anthr pou,  ) in 
order to define the ‘human Good’ (anthr pinon 

 ) that is the core of 

translation of Aristotle’s term ‘ergon’ in modern 

dering ‘function’ does not solve the problem 

fact, the word ‘ergon’ exis
guage from Homer’s epic poems up to the pr

guage to Aristotle’s theoretical elucidation is 

ing of ‘ergon’ in the context of his philosophy. 
Anyway, I prefer the English rendering ‘work’ 
for Aristotle’s term ‘ergon’.

human Good that is ‘soul’s activity (energeia, 
) in accordance with excellence (ar

t , 
Since the peculiar life of the human is ‘pract
cal life’, the human Good is what can be 
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) (Aristoteles, 1970a, 1097a23).

the field of Aristotle’s main ethical theory.

The initial anthropology in Aristotle’s 
Nicomachean Ethics

le’s broad conception of life. On the one 

tue only ‘by nature’. animals’ 

intend to set out an account of animals’ ethics, 
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istotle uses the expression ‘the beast’ or fer

animals’ behaviour. While brutality is a sp
eristic of animals’ natural force, 

le’s ethics various arguments have 

asserts that Aristotle’s ethics is anthropoce

and he elevates humans’ ethical life beyond 

Aristotle’s ethics represents rather a moderate 

tle’s ‘anthropomorphic language’ and his a

dowed with reason and speech, Aristotle’s ini
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tional contemplation (theoria, ) and 

‘praxis’( ) introduces changes in human 
intellectual activity as ‘theoria’ ( ) 

) of 

shares Protagoras’ emphasis on the human, 
but he does not endorse Protagoras’ radical 

The initial anthropology in Aristotle’s 
Nicomachean Ethics
context of Aristotle’s ethical theorising after 
his critique of Plato’s comprehensive theory. 
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To probl ma t s 
prax s ston Aristotel  kai ston Marx

First Panhellenic Symposium. 
Karl Marx and Philosophy. Ioanni-
na, November 3-5, 1983.

 Aristotle on 
Metaphysics

tics of the Subject in Aristotle’s Ni-
comachean Ethics
Aristotle’s Ethical Philosophy. The 
Nicomachean Ethics

XXII World Congress of Phi-
losophy. Rethinking Philosophy To-
day. July 30-August 5, 2008. 20,

Ethica Nicomachea. Re-
cognovit brevique adnotatione criti-
ca instruxit I. Bywater.

Topica et Sophistici 
Elenchi. Recensit brevique adnota-

tione critica instruxit W.D. Ross.

Nicomachean Ethics.

Logic, Language and Ar-
gumentation in Projection of Philo-
sophical Knowledge.

News and 
Views, 15,

Aristotle’s Dialogue with 
Socrates. On the Nicomachean Eth-
ics.

The Secularization of 
the European Mind in the 19th Cen-
tury.

Reason and Human 
Good in Aristotle.

News and Views, 10

News and Views, 16,

To anthr -
pino kai to politico agatho ston Aris-
totel

Scien- 
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tific Yearbook of the Panteios Higher 
School of Political Sciences,

Hermeneutische Anthro-
pologie: Platon, Aristoteles.

News 
and Views, 12,

News 
and Views, 18,

Ho anthr pologikos cha-
rakt ras t s politik s philosophias 
tou Aristotel  
Character of Aristotle’s Political Ph

Scientific Year-
book of the Panteios Higher School 
of Political Sciences,

H  hell nik  polis 
h s historiko protypo kai h s politik  
axia

Nea Hestia 68/135, 1994,

Aristotle’s Ethical 
Philosophy. The Nicomachean Eth-
ics.

Aristotle on Metaphys-
ics.

 

Proboles 
ston Aristotel

Die Stufen des Organ-
ischen und der Mensch. Einleitung in 
die philosophische Anthropologie 
(Gesammelte Schriften IV).

Aristotle on Dialectic: The Topics. 
Proceedings of the Third Symposium 
Aristotelicum,

Santas, G. (1989). Aristotle’s Criticism of 
Plato’s Form of the Good. Philo-
sophical Papers 18,

Max Scheler, Spaete 
Schriften. Mit einem Anhang he-
rausgegeben von Manfred S. Frings.

damental Aspects of Aristotle’s Pra
Scientific Yearbook 

Dodone Suppl, 40.

Anthropocentrism and its 
Discontents. The Moral Status of An-
imals in the History of Western Phi-
losophy.

Scheseis Aris-
totelous pros Plat na.

World 
Congress on Aristotle. Thessalonike 
August 7-14, 1978, I, 
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Handbook of Argumentation Theory
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Aelita DOLUKHANYAN 

Keyswords

Lamentation
History of Armenia

The Book of 
Lamentation

Quatrains

Abu-Lala Mahari

The 
Role and Significance of Vital Energy in the 
System of Ontology.

Book of Genesis
The My-

thology Worshipping Hellas
Zen on The Art of Archery
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nclusion: “The Creator is Himself universal 

they will cover the world with love” (Davoyan, 

He even proposes the following: “It is worth 

hypoth-
esiology

 huge literature was created about the 

Book of Genesis

lliam Saroyan’s play, 

we’re going, Pa?
Johnny’s Father: Never mind, Johnny. 

Johnny: I’m not mentioning any name
Pa, something’s wrong somewhere 

A passage of R. Davoyan’s book co

about the great Aristotle: “... Aristotle’s do

the ‘substance’ is insurmountable; the human 

earth” (Aristotle, 1984, p. 35). This quotation 

Ethical works
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manity: “Open your 
eyes”.

esus Christ’s doctrine, 

Phaedo: “In fact, there

people” (Plato, 2006, p. 81).

his future and ask himself: “Have I sin (t

t?” (Pythagoras, 2004, p. 333).

mands, “in order to get a perspective of reali
ing the human ideal of ‘perfect man’, but not 
an unrealizable tragedy” (Davoyan, 2016, p.

According to Davoyan, the formula “Life 
is struggle” coming from old life must be 

the formula “Life is work and f
licity” (Davoyan, 2016, p. 59).

The demand of the author to save man’s 
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manuel Kant: “We are a priori determined by 

in them, i.e. [union] of everybody’s happiness 
governed morality” (Kant, 

logue: “The preacher sought to find out a

was upright, even words of truth” (Ecclesia

Sochineniya v 4 tomakh
 

Hin & nor ktakaranner 

Erker ,

.

Goyabanakan hama-
karg, Kensakan e’nergiayi dern u 
nshanakut’yuny’ goyabanakan ha-
makargum

Erkeri jhoghovac’u vec 
hatorov

tan hratarakchut’yun.
Osnovy metafiziki nravstven-

nosti 

Mysl’.
Hayoc patmut’yun

van: EPH hratarakchut’yun.
Matean voghbergut’yan

 

Zolotoi kanon, Figury 
ezoteriki

 

Erker chors hatorov

Print’in

Eight Plays

Erkeri liakatar jhogho-
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chut’yun.
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Hasmik HOVHANNISYAN 
 

mentation were enormous part of Armenian philosophers’ works. They discussed argumentation 

that theory’s modern level of development. Considering that fact this research reconstructs the 

Keywords:

1. The Importance and Necessity of Ana-
lysing the History, Formation and Develop-
ment of Armenian Argumentation Theories.
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damental research “History of Formal Logic” 

studies show that “David The Invincible’s

David’s theoretical heritage gets ignored.” 

he Invincible’s logical doctrine is 

2. Comprehension of Argumentation Lan-
guage.

tians’ and his alumnus’ works (Brutian, 1992; 

“argumentation”, “found
tion”, “proof”, “rejection”, “conviction”, etc.) 
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–

field of logical concepts: 

field of psychological concepts: 

field of gnoseological concepts: 

field of ethical concepts: 

field of the related concepts: 
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“philosophical conversations”

Logical methods and means of argumen-
tation
Epistemological components of argumen-
tation 
Axiological components of argumentation

                                                           
Most of the Armenian philosophers’ works are 

character: “Definitions of philosophy by the 

Sophist Pirrho” (David The Invincible); “The 
Refutation of Heresies” (Yeznik Koghbatsi); 
“Book of Questions” (

Psychological components of argumenta-
tion
Rhetorical components of argumentation
Ethical components of argumentation
Related methods of argumentation
Question-answer manifestations.
a) Logical methods and means of argu-

mentation. 

In David’s argumentation system proof is 

“proof” is to “show and assure” that something 
(Anyaght’ (David the Invinc

true thought to the opponent’s provision and 

WISDOM 1(8), 2017 84

H a s m i k  H O V H A N N I S YA N



 

85 

opponent’s provision

(Anyaght’ (David 

 

“The ideal 

with opponent’s uncertainty but also is able to 
confirm the arguer’s viewpoints” (Anyaght’ 

Yeznik Koghbatsi’s Eghts aghandots
Refutation of the Sects) 

contradictions in opponent’s thesis, 

tion for not considering the authority’s (wise) 

b) Epistemological components of argu-
mentation. 

 

“Using 

.” (Anyaght’ (David the I

of world’s 
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nian philosophers’ works. 

(Anyaght’ (David the 

(Anyaght’ (David the Invincible), 1980, 

truth is wise man’s weapon and knowledge 

“one and only thruth should not follow to 
numerous lies.” 

Tatevatsi’s discipline regarding the di

“Wise man are more likely to accept and fo
low disciplines than the senseless” and “Mi

and darkness as light” (Tatevatsi, 1740b, p. 
 

that “they are righteous and fair” (Tatevatsi, 
“the human being is inclined to 

make mistakes”, so Tatevatsi claims “fallacy 
vented by wisdom”

mind and evil’s a

 

 

 

ients’ activities and does not impose the trut
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“People should have free will and freedom of 

direct people to a right path.”

ticism, identification of one’s own mistakes 

king survives or wins not due to “its nume
laws”,

“fight with thought and wisdom.” The king 

dom.” (Tatevatsi, 2000, p. 104; 80). 
c) Axiological components of argumen-

tation. 

ue plays crucial role in Armenian authors’ 

of opponent’s behaviour and position, evalu

d) Psychological components of argu-
mentation. 

opponent’s 
tion (or recepient’s), inner reliance and 

authority’s opinion “Virtuous 

they are “rules” themselves for the followers: 
“Not Plato needs Aristotle’s proofs, but Ari

lato’s proofs; not Homer needs 
Aristotle’s poems, but Aristotle needs 
Homer’s poems; not Demostenes needs He
mogenes’s arguments, but vice versa.” (
yaght’ (David the Invincible), 1980, p

about “the ones who are hard to 

persuasion to everyone” 

e) Rhetorical Components of Argumenta-
tion. Rhetoric

ammar, it’s a pre
yaght’ (David the Invincible), 1980, pp. 34

Rhetoric 
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(Anyaght’ (David
the Invincible’s understanding of 

«rhetorical syllogism», that equally includes 

yaght’ (David the Invincible), 1980, p. 304). 

«rhetorical syllogism» the 

annoys, embarrasses and makes the auditor’s 

comes inefficient “the speech remains empty” 

torical means are also “laconic and char
ing”, courageous, 

f) Ethical Components of Argumentation. 

analysed in their works Aristotle’s ethical do
of goodness, “virtuous lifestyle”, classif

ness and truth, “thought and action”, “philos
phy and its tool”.

David’s thoughts on the perfect philos

losopher is not the one, who “knows a lot, but 

and can subdue his passions” (Anyaght’ (D

Anyaght’ (D

Anyaght’ 
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neglect the law, those who don’t know and 
don’t keep the law and those who kept it pa

the direction of his thought and action. It’s

consciously, then such action won’t deserve 

one should harry to do goodness, as it’s impo

«What for?» or the concept of aim. According 

form of its Old Armenian version ‘realisation’ 
and also ‘intention’ (Anyaght’ (David the I

g) Related Methods of Argumentation. 

Invincible is “philosophical conversations” 
(Anyaght’ (David the Invincible)

“proverbial speech”, that has three specific

ing’s thought, to brighten the thought and e
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“logos” in Old Armenian corresponds with its 

ings of the concept “logos” – speech  
thought, –

If we assume, that the concepts “speech” 
and “argumentation” for Tatevatsi are the 

“See how diligent the bee is and learn from 
ne wisdom by labour” (Tatevat

 

“useful” way to ground the speech, to explain 

because “it is obvious to 
den for the foreigners” (Tatevatsi, 2000, p. 

 

important to understand the “invisible” or 
“hidden” thought and speech, as they are 

’s know

 

having face
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wise man’s edifica

glect it: “a wise speech that is not followed is 
a pearl for the laying pigs” (Tatevatsi, 2000, 

 

h) Question-Answer Manifestations. 

philosopher’s on argumentation become a 

tive or “question – answer” logic is one of the 

the sequence of the questions discussed; the 
differenciation of the most important question 
form the important one, and the latter form 
the secondary one; the use of different levels 
of approach for the discussion of questions

phyry entitled his work “Introduction”, but 
nor “On Introduction”, as the first shows the 

“On Introduction” tells some other things 
about “Introduction” (Anyaght’ (David the 

The “Denial of Sects” is significant from 
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sense of the latter’s theses. 

–

cipient’s activeness become higher even in 

he form of monograph. Socrates’s que
tions that need “Yes” or “No” answers, which 

they suppose weakening the auditorium’s a

known philosophers’ theoretical 

Anyaght’, D. (David the Invincible). 
Erkasirut’iwnq p’ilisop’ayakanq, ha-
mahavaq qnnakan bnagrery’ & ar’a-
jabany’ akad. S.S. Arevshatyani

“Argumentation”. An International Journal on 

A History of Formal Lo-
gic.
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Ocherk teorii argumen-
tatsii 

David Anhakhty - Hin Hajstani Mets 
Pilisopan (In Armenian). (David The 
Invinsible - The Grate Philosopher of 
Aincient Armenia).

Logic of Argumentation 
(The Perelman's View: Pros and 
Cons Arguments).

Logic, Language, and Ar-
gumentation in Projection of Philo-
sophical Knowledge.

Handbook of Argumentation 
Theory.

Eghts aghandots 

P’astarkman him-
naharcery haj p’ilisop’ajakan mtqi 
patmut’jan hamateqstum. Girq 1. 
Yeznik Koghbatsi, David Anhaght, 
Grigor Tatevatsi 

 

Journal of Applied 
Electromagnetism (JAE). Institute of 
Communication and Computer Sys-
tems

P’astarkman him-
naharcery haj p’ilisop’ajakan mtqi 
patmut’jan hamateqstum. Girq 2  
P’astarkman er&anjan dproc Ar-
gumentation Issues in the Context of 
the History of Armenian Philosophical 
Thought. Book 2. Yerevan School of 
Argumentation

Philosophical issues of Argumentation

The New Rhetoric. A Treatise on Ar-
gumentation.

“Philosophy and Retoric” (eds. 

Girq qarozut’ean, or 
kochi Amar’an hator 

Girq qarozut’ean, or 
kochi D’mer’an hator 

Oskep’orik

Yerevan: Gt’ut’jun. 
Soghomoni ar’akneri 

meknut’juny.
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T’evavor khosqer & 

asujt’ner 

Wahl, J. (1963). Histore de I’argumentation 
Symposium sobre la 

argumentation filosofica
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Seyran ZAKARYAN 
 

–

Keywords:

ith the title «De aetern
tate mundi», «The Eternity of the World», 

Aquinas etc.), appeared; and proposition «the 
world is eternal», regarded as avveroistic, was 

Bartholomew of Bologna (†1333) and Peter 
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of Aragon (†1347). If Bartholomew of Bol

statement «noting comes from noting», Tate

noting or the concepts of «the reality» and 
«the possibility» can cause other explan

that Tatevatsi with this theory «factually d
nies the creation of the world out of noting» 
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The world is eternal, because it exists 
in the eternal God as providence.

God’s mind, namely, the world is co

522). In this sense «the beginning of the e
istence of the world is twice», firstly, when it 
exists in the God’s mind, as a notion of a 

of the world in the God’s mind never can be 

«being of 
the world by power is by God’s influence» 

unchangeable essence, namely is «unmovable 
by vision and will». The ete

immaterial paradigm, because «it is imposs

vision of the God» (Tatevatsi, 1729, pp. 164

the restriction of the God’s will, instead it 
means that if in God’

ly, that is the God’s will should be realized, as 

God’s will and providence. Anyway, in other

The world is eternal as it is in the com-
munion with the God.
one must differ «eternity» from «always» (e
erlasting) and from «time» as a) Eternity like 
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are in communion with the Eternal: «And a

is beginningless end endless» (Tatevatsi, 

«the world is eternal» does not contradict with 

The eternity of the world derives from 
the eternity of the God.

«has 
only existence, does not have non-existence, 
thus He is unchangeable by His essence. He is 
always by influence, He does not need any 
beginning and power of perfect, so He is be-
ginningless and endless»

existence: «God created 

existence» (Tatevatsi, 1729, p. 162).

«As the God Self is everlasting, 
staying and eternal, likewise the world, the 
result of His glorious Business, will be stay-
ing and everlasting. Because though partially 
it is passing away and destroying, but as a 
whole it is non-passing, ever-present and ev-
erlasting»

The next argument concerning the 
eternity of the world is connected with the 
immutability, omnipotence and omnikindness 
of the God. According to Tatevatsi, God’s 

«has wanted by an immutable will and 
created to existence the world and He is not 
able to change his immutable will and lead 
the  being to non-existence»

and reversible. The God is omnipotent. «As 
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». But 
the God «does not will the evil and the sinful, 
so He is not able to act that way». The last 
case does not witness about God’s inability, 

ly the God «is not able to the evil, as mainly 

His kind will» (Tatevatsi, 1729, p. 163). Thus, 

The world is eternal as material ele-
ments making its basis are undestroyable.

origination of new things, and the «elements 

remain undestroyable in this cyclic process» 

species remain; e) the world is «not getting 
old» as time by time it purifies itself from i

they «fit» in the general context of his cre

Filosofskie vzglya-
dy Grigora Tatevatsi

–

Girq harcmanc

Girq qarozut’yan, vor 
kochi d’meran hator

Girq, vor kochi voskepo-
rik
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Arusyak GHARIBYAN 

Keywords

to another (“
in 30 Volumes”, 1977). It also accumulates 
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their national heroes (“
in 30 Volumes”, 1977). Though the 

Daredevils of Sassoun
David of Sassoun (“Sasountsi Davit” or 

“Tavit” in Armeni

Baghdasar, then the Great Mher (“Mets” or 
“Medz Mher”, also known as “Lion Mher”

with Little Mher (“Pokr Mher”). In 

–
–

Sassoun 
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–
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–

–

You stay here and stay alive…"

… There he also saw a chapel.

… You will bathe in the palace pool,

courage…"

And become a fiery being…"

–

… Baghdasar said to Sanasar:
–
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–

eam…"

                                                           
Principles of philosophy
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Anania Shirakacu 
bnap’ilisop’ayakan hayacqnery 

i’s Natural Philosoph
cal Views, in Armenian). “Astrono

ture” Archaeoastronomical Meeting 
Dedicated to Anania Shirakatsi’s 

Heroic Poetry
Principles of philosophy

Archetypes and the Collec-
tive Unconscious

Skazka, epos, pesnya

Sasunci Davit’ haykakan jhoghovrdakan e’p-
os

 David of Sassoun. 

The New Encyclopedia Britannica in 30 Vol-
umes

Narodnyi geroicheskii 
epos

The Daredevils of Sasso-
un: The Deep Structure of the Plot
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Satenik KUZANYAN 
 

the components’ functioning specificities.

Keywords: “Socratic method” of questioning, 

Siegel, “
tion”; see also 

Socrates’s “Socratic method” of questio
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gel, “Philosophy of Education”; 

Socrates’ student 

Republic

of what was later called educational “sor
ing”. Millennia later,

child rejecting Plato’s hierarchical sorting of 
students into categories. Plato’s student

flected in contemporary interest in “virtue 
theory” in and “communitarianism” in 

Siegel, “
Education”, 

cation should enable the “natural” and “free” 

“open education”. These ideas are in some 
century “progressi

ism,” a movement often associated with De

leads to “growth,” though this idea has proved 

usually seen as a proponent of “child
cantered” education. He emphasizes the i
portance of student’s own interests in dete

Siegel, “
ucation”)

René
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the 
cultivation of curiosity and disposition to in-
quire; fostering of creativity; production of 
knowledge and of knowledgeable students; en-
hancement of understanding; promotion of 
moral thinking, feeling, and action; enlarge-
ment of imagination; fostering of growth, de-
velopment, and self-realization; fulfillment of 
potential; cultivation of “liberally educated” 
persons; overcoming close-mindedness; devel-
opment of sound judgment; maximization of 
freedom, happiness, or self-esteem; fostering of 
feelings of community, social solidarity, citizen-
ship, and civic-mindedness; production of good 
citizens; “civilizing” of students; fostering of 
ideological purity; cultivation of political 
awareness and action; fostering of skills and 
dispositions constitutive of rationality or critical 
thinking, etc Siegel, “Philosophy of Educ
tion”). From this perspec

policy rarely address the matter (Siegel, “Ph
losophy of Education”).

(Siegel, “Philosophy of Education”)
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today’s education all over the world.
“What critical thinking is?” 

(Siegel, “Philos
phy of Education”; see also 

terms of aim, method, or doctrine, so it’s e

tion, there can be faced a “confrontation” b

(Siegel, “Philosophy of Education”)

society 
- individual 

Should the education serve for the 
needs of the individual, or for that of the soci-
ety?

students’ ability to think through moral issues 

a kind of moral “imperialism” 
“Philosophy of Education”).
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and translation of its results’ into policy, rev

(Siegel, “Philosophy of Education”).

every society must an-
swer them, not once and for all time but as 
well and conscientiously as it can for the bene-
fit of its people and the future of the earth

of his book “Logic, La

Philosophical Knowledge”: “argumentation is a 

ect” (Brutian, 1998, p. 90). 
Brutian claims “Homo Sapiens is homo 

argumenticus”. He explains this claim firs 
from the perspective, that “argumentation has a 

                                                           
The chapter is entitled “Argumentation”. In the 
chapter are presented Brutian’s reflections and 

 

mainly presented Brutian’s approach to the i
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universal character”, and second that “there 

ples’ intellectual or logical abilities”. He also 

same in each sphere of peoples’

of argumentation as follows “… we a

mentation” (Brutian, 1998, p. 90). He draws 

guage, he states that “Argumentation is un

plication of argumentation” (Brutian, 1998, p. 
91). Brutian insists on the statement that “va

the alliance of logic and rhetoric” (Brutian, 

mentions, “the thinkers of the Ancient World 

best representative of which was Socrates” 
“S

method” of questioning – the method of “
cratic dialogue” is wildly used in educational 

Philosophy for Chil-
dren
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words “the language of argumentation” e

differentiated at least two main concepts: “the 
language of argumentation” in a li
and in a conceptual sense. “Linguistically 
speaking, “the language of argumentation” i

by which we express our thoughts” (Brutian, 

tian’s other works (

“the arg
layers”. As is stated by 

“Language argumentation syntax co

ryday language as well as from its style” 

From the linguistic point of view “the 
language of argumentation” has a nationalistic 

                                                           

Linguocultural Environment and 
the “Philosophizing” Child
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tive act. “Argumentation, in a certain sense is 

into explicit one. … there are situations where 

es” (Brutian, 1998, p. 113).
Brutian states “the concepts taken from 

the components of the new theory” (Bruti

the author’s main research work and will be 

P’astarkman lezun 

 
Lezvi tarber gortsa-

r’nut’junnery p’astarkman ynt’ac-
qum 
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zovatel’nogo prostranstva gosuda

Herald of the so-
cial Sciences, 2,  

Social Reconstruction Le-
arning: Dualism, Dewey and Philos-
ophy in Schools, Routledge

Ocherk teorii argu-
mentatsii 

Logic, Language, and 
Argumentation in Projection of Phil-
osophical Knowledge. 

Journal of Applied Elec-
tromagnetism (JAE)

P’astarkman him-
naharcery haj p’ilisop’ajakan mtqi 
patmut’jan hamateqstum. Girq 2

P’astarkman er&anjan dproc Argu-
mentation Issues in the Context of the 
History of Armenian Philosophical 
Thought. Book 2. Yerevan School of 
Argumentation

Vagh tariqum 
p’ilisop’ayakan mtac’oghut’yan zar-
gacman her’ankarnery’ hay iraka-
nut’yan mej

Wis-
dom, 3

Lezvamshakut’ayin 
mijavayry’ & «pilisopayogh» erexan

“Philosophizing” Child, in Armen
Wisdom, 4

Thinking in Education

Philosophy of Educa-
tion 

Philosophy of Education.
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Samvel MISAKYAN 

dren’s thinking development is taken into consideration though the chess tasks and resolution of the 

though the simple chess tasks’ di

mate. The task’s solution is simplified through the 

Keywords: 

In this example, it’s whites’ turn to 
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able to win, eventually, resulting in a “dead
heat”. Consequently, the whites vin over the 

The blacks’ move 1….h4

the chess assignment boosts children’s conce

chess, the children’s brain activity gets certain 

children’s analytical and critical thinking, sight , 

which contributes to the speed of children’s In the game introduced below, it’s white’s 
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carried out a research titled “The Effects of 

Achievement”. The researchers showed that 

on given (see Diagram 5) it’s 
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example, if the blacks’ king move onto d8 

checkmate from d7 and f7squares. We’ll o

find the other two solutions. Let’s make the 
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Wechsler’s intelligence scale is one of 

Wechsler’s intelligence scale

the book “Chess and Aptitude” that evidenced 

ld’s mentality. Chess, in partic
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Shakhmat 2 Varjhut’-
yunneri tetr

Shakhmat 3 Varjhut’-
yunneri tetr
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Ocherk teorii argu-
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For a book by a single author: 
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ment
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APA guide to preparing manuscripts for 
journal publication.
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events 

The symposium members’ name, surname, 

Reviews and bibliographical essays 

Argumentative notes, essays, records 

WISDOM 1(8), 2017 124

N O T E S  T O  C O N T R I B U T O R S



 

125 

ter “Sociometr”, 

Recent publications: “Civil Society in Armenia: from Framework to Realty”; “Violence Against 
Women in Armenia”, Yerevan, 2002; “Surviving Post
Soviet Union” (as co
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scientific articles. Recent publications: “To the Problem of 
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Mesrop MASHTOTS (362 – February 17, 440) was an early medieval Armenian linguist, theologian, statesman Mesrop MASHTOTS (362 – February 17, 440) was an early medieval Armenian linguist, theologian, statesman 
and hymnologist. He is best known for having restored or invented the Armenan alphabet c. 405 AD, which and hymnologist. He is best known for having restored or invented the Armenan alphabet c. 405 AD, which 
was a fundamental step in strengthening Armenian statehood and the bond between the Armenian Kingdom was a fundamental step in strengthening Armenian statehood and the bond between the Armenian Kingdom 
and Armenians living in the Byzantine Empire and the Persian Empire. He was also, according to a number of and Armenians living in the Byzantine Empire and the Persian Empire. He was also, according to a number of 

scholars and contemporaneous Armenian sources, the creator of the Caucasian Albanian and Georgian scholars and contemporaneous Armenian sources, the creator of the Caucasian Albanian and Georgian 
alphabets. The first sentence in Armenian written down by St. Mesrop after he invented the letters is said to be alphabets. The first sentence in Armenian written down by St. Mesrop after he invented the letters is said to be 

the opening line of Solomon’s Book of Proverbs: Ճանաչել զիմաստ թիւն եւ զխրատ, իմանալ զբանս the opening line of Solomon’s Book of Proverbs: Ճանաչել զիմաստ թիւն եւ զխրատ, իմանալ զբանս 
հանճարոյ: Čanačհանճարոյ: Čanačʿel zimastutel zimastutʿiwn ew zxrat, imanal zbans hančaroy. «To know wisdom and instruction; iwn ew zxrat, imanal zbans hančaroy. «To know wisdom and instruction; 

to perceive the words of understanding.»to perceive the words of understanding.»
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